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M arjorie Taylor 
Greene’s early exit 
from Congress re-

veals that her tough-broad 
persona was very much an 
act. After she angered Don-
ald Trump by demanding re-
lease of the Epstein files, she 
became target of the slings, 
arrows and threats un-
leashed by the president and 
his enforcers.

Her response? Flight.
“Once I left her, she re-

signed,” Trump said. “She 
would never have survived a 
primary.”

Maybe. Maybe not. But the 
woman who posted a picture 
of herself holding a rifle 
alongside photos of three lib-
eral congresswomen turned 
tail. Greene held a good num-
ber of lunatic beliefs, but her 

push to get to the bottom of 
Jeffrey Epstein’s sex traffick-
ing of girls was well founded 
— and, evidently, shared by 
most Republicans.

Greene could have learned 
a lesson in courage from a 
very different Republican 
congresswoman, Liz Cheney 
of Wyoming. Cheney is about 
as ideologically conservative 
as they come, but she re-
garded Trump’s violence-fu-
eled attempt to halt the 
official vote count in an elec-
tion he had lost as an attack 
on the democracy itself. And 
that’s what the 2021 Capitol 
riot was.

Cheney joined a handful of 
patriotic Republicans in sup-
porting Trump’s impeach-
ment. For her brave stance, 
the so-called Freedom Cau-

cus demanded her resigna-
tion from the House 
Republican leadership, 
where she ranked No. 3.

Before Trump erupted into 
his 2020 election lies, Cheney 
had supported about 93% of 
Trump’s positions. She was a 
loyal Republican but an even 
more loyal American.

The amoral Kevin McCar-
thy, then-Republican House 
minority leader, warned the 
party’s political consultants 
that they’d have to choose 
between working for her or 
for him. The Morning Group, 

a fundraising firm that 
Cheney had hired to help 
prepare for the next primary, 
immediately refused to work 
further on her campaign.

A spokesman for Cheney 
said, “It’s sad but not surpris-
ing that Kevin McCarthy is 
continuing down the morally 
bankrupt path of embracing 
House Republicans who are 
white supremacists and con-
spiracy theorists but attack-
ing Liz Cheney for telling the 
truth and standing with the 
constitution.”

Add to that the anony-
mous threats of personal 
harm. Cheney did not flinch. 
She ran for reelection in 
2022. When asked whether 
she expected to lose, Cheney 
said that if defending the 
Constitution cost her the 
seat, it was a sacrifice she’d 
accept. She ended up losing 
to a MAGA clone.

The coup attempt was OK 
with Greene, though she 

later found courage else-
where. But the moment 
Trump called her “a traitor,” 
she threw on her sneakers 
and ran away.

Another party member, 
Bill Cassidy of Louisiana, is 
now bravely facing a primary 
challenge after being one of 
three Senate Republicans 
who voted to convict Trump 
for inciting the Jan. 6 riot. 
Cassidy is a physician who 
has long criticized Trump’s 
health secretary, Robert F. 
Kennedy Jr., over his fringe 
theories linking vaccines to 
autism. He’s running in an 
election he might lose.

When Greene announced 
her sudden retirement, she 
warned, “If I am cast aside by 
the president and the MAGA 
political machine and re-
placed by Neocons, Big 

Pharma, Big Tech, Military In-
dustrial War Complex, for-
eign leaders and the elite 
donor class that can never, 
ever relate to real Americans, 
then many common Ameri-
cans have been cast aside 
and replaced as well.”

She cast herself aside. In 
any case, if Greene believes 
all that stuff, why doesn’t she 
run for reelection and use it 
in her campaign?

Because she’s chicken.
It happens that both 

Cheney and Greene crossed 
Trump for good reasons. But 
Greene fled. Outside of her 
entertainment value, she will 
not be widely missed. But 
Cheney keeps fighting, armor 
still on. And if she comes 
back to run again, plenty of 
good Americans will be 
cheering her on.

Prickly City >> By Scott Stantis
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One congresswoman opts to 
fight Trump, another flees

By Al Ogata

A ccording to the FBI, Hawaii 
now ranks 14th in the na-
tion for per-capita losses 

from online scams, with residents 
losing $55 million last year — in-
cluding more than $18 million lost 
by kupuna age 60 and over. It’s a 
sobering reminder that our state’s 
aloha is too often exploited by 
criminals who specialize in decep-
tion.

Exposure to online risks intensi-
fies during the holiday season 
when we shop, donate to charita-
ble causes, and communicate with 
loved ones. Online schemes are in-
creasingly sophisticated, emotion-
ally manipulative, and are 
becoming harder to spot.

At the same time, more resi-
dents than ever are connecting to 
the internet. As the state’s Connect 
Kakou initiative expands digital ac-
cess across our islands, we are 
helping those of all ages, from keiki 
to kupuna gain the skills needed to 
securely navigate today’s digital 
world with confidence. Overseen 

by Lt. Gov. Sylvia Luke, 
Connect Kakou is a 
state of Hawaii program 
that uses federal funds 
to build critical infra-
structure and enhance 
digital literacy in com-
munities statewide. 
These initiatives are es-
sential to ensuring that 
everyone has the 
knowledge and protec-
tions to stay safe, espe-
cially during seasons 
when scams peak.

Holiday scams hit 
close to home

Some of the most 
common include fake disaster-re-
lief charities, imposter crowdfund-
ing campaigns, phishing texts 
posing as delivery updates, “can’t-
miss” shopping deals that never ar-
rive, and increasingly, fraudulent 
investment pitches involving cryp-
tocurrency or digital wallets. These 
tactics mirror the broader meth-
ods used by scammers nationwide 
posing as charitable organizations: 

fake websites, cloned 
donation pages, 
spoofed phone num-
bers, high-pressure 
emotional appeals, and 
requests for payment 
through untraceable 
methods like gift cards, 
crypto, or wire trans-
fers. And with AI now 
mainstream, scams are 
becoming more sophis-
ticated by the day.

Scammers are profes-
sionals who are skilled 
at exploiting moments 
of urgency, community 
compassion, or crises.

Strengthening digital community
Cybersecurity must grow side-

by-side with broadband access. As 
digital opportunities expand, so 
does the need for education; not 
just for experts, but for everyone 
who is online — families, kupuna, 
and keiki.

Recognizing this important gap, 
organizations are stepping up with 
new programs designed to build  

real-world digital skills and confi-
dence. The Moloka‘i Digital Hub is 
creating a community-centered 
space for learning. Digital Naviga-
tor Programs are giving residents 
one-on-one tech support at their lo-
cal libraries. And Tech Savvy Teens 
is empowering local youth to teach 
neighbors and family members 
how to navigate the online world 
safely and confidently with aloha. 
CyberHawaii is enhancing Hawaii’s 
cybersecurity capabilities and de-
veloping the next generation of sit-
uationally aware leaders.

These are just a few examples of 
the work being done across the is-
lands underscoring an important 
truth: cybersecurity is not just a 
technical issue. It’s a community is-
sue. It’s about protecting our peo-
ple, our resources, and our sense 
of trust, both online and off.

Cybersecurity is an act of aloha
Practicing caution before donat-

ing, double-checking on suspicious 
messages, using secure payment 
methods, teaching kupuna how to 
spot red flags, and reporting scams 

when they happen are ways we 
can care for each other. These 
small steps create a safer digital 
environment for every household 
in Hawaii and help ensure that 
hard earned money and personal 
data is protected.

If you are a victim of a scam, it is 
important to report it and seek 
help. Do not be ashamed. Report-
ing the scam also prevents others 
becoming a victim. It is another 
way to show our aloha for others.

In this season of giving, let’s look 
out for one another on and offline. 
Together, we can build a more con-
nected and more protected Hawaii. 
———
REPORT SCAMS: If you suspect you’ve 
been scammed, contact your bank 
or credit card issuer immediately. 
Report scams to the FBI Internet 
Crime Complaint Center (IC3.gov), 
FTC (877) 382-4357, and the Hawaii 
Office of Consumer Protection (808) 
586-2630. 
———
This was co-signed by Lt. Gov. Sylvia 
Luke, who oversees the state’s  
Connect Kakou program.

By Daniel DePetris

Covert operations are nothing 
new for the United States. 
Throughout its history, the 

U.S. has overthrown governments 
it didn’t like, supported insurgen-
cies to complicate the goals of its 
adversaries and organized coups 
to subvert politicians perceived as 
being hostile to American interests.

The list of examples is long: to 
name just a few, the 1953 coup in 
Iran, the 1954 coup in Guatemala, 
the 1961 Bay of Pigs operation in 
Cuba and the attempt in 1970 to 
block Salvador Allende from be-
coming Chile’s president.

Yet it’s rare when the United 
States wages a war without provid-
ing the American people with basic 
information. Even the 2003 war in 
Iraq, rightly maligned as one of the 
biggest U.S. foreign policy catastro-
phes in history, was a relatively 
transparent affair. Public debate 
about whether to invade Iraq was 
sparked almost immediately after 
the 9/11 attacks and continued un-
til the military campaign began in 
March 2003.

Despite the false intelligence, 
baseless assumptions and disinfor-
mation peddled by the George W. 

Bush administration — the most 
prominent being that Iraqi dictator 
Saddam Hussein had a strategic al-
liance with Osama bin Laden’s 
al-Qaida and a huge chemical 
weapons program — there were 
numerous public hearings in which 
lawmakers were able to grill U.S. of-
ficials. The Bush administration 
made its case to Congress.

Twenty-two years later, the 
United States is engaged in another 
war, this time supposedly against 
drug traffickers in the Western 
Hemisphere.

Venezuelan dictator Nicolas 
Maduro has taken Hussein’s place 
as the reviled dictator. The Trump 
administration alleges he is the 
head of a grand conspiracy to flood 
the United States with cocaine and 
criminals. Trump has yet to give or-
ders to bomb Venezuelan military 
targets or cocaine transit points on 
land, preferring to stick with at-
tacking boats and killing its occu-
pants whom the White House 
claims are trafficking drugs. Still, 
the build-up of U.S. naval assets off 
Venezuela’s coast, as well as the 
beginning of a campaign to seize 
Venezuelan oil tankers on the high 
seas, means military escalation is 
not off the table.

All of this is occurring without 
the most basic accountability. In 
fact, Trump hasn’t even bothered 
to make a coherent case to the 
American people about why U.S. 
military action off Venezuela’s 
coast — and perhaps inside Vene-
zuela — is in our national interest. 
To the extent Americans have been 
given any information at all, it gen-
erally has been limited to Penta-
gon-produced videos of boats 
being blown up and assertions, 
many unsubstantiated, from 
Trump about Maduro emptying 
Venezuela’s prisons and partnering 
with the Tren de Aragua gang.

According to a CBS poll con-
ducted last month, only 24% of 
Americans believe the Trump ad-
ministration has clearly explained 
its position on military action in 
Venezuela. To be frank, Trump is 
lucky to have even this support be-
cause there are so many questions, 
including the legal justification for 
the ongoing boat strikes, which 
have killed nearly 90 people over 
the last three months.

The Department of Justice’s Of-
fice of Legal Counsel asserts that 
because the cartels are selling 
drugs that can kill Americans, they 
are in effect attacking the United 

States and are therefore legitimate 
targets. Those are substantial legal 
claims without precedent, and the 
legal memo outlining the theory re-
mains under lock and key some-
where in the executive branch. 
Senior lawmakers have been 
briefed on the memo’s contents, 
yet the Trump administration re-
fuses to release a summary of the 
legal arguments, let alone the full 
document. American citizens are 
the ultimate losers here; their gov-
ernment is waging a war in their 
name based on a rationale they 
have to swallow without scrutiny.

In addition, the White House 
claims that designating cartels and 
other gangs in Latin America as for-
eign terrorist organizations pro-
vides Trump with the power to 
target them militarily. That is not at 
all what the law says: A foreign ter-
rorist organization designation per-
mits the Treasury Department to 
freeze the group’s assets, and 
group members can be subjected 
to hefty fines and a 20-year prison 
sentence if convicted in a court of 
law. But that is practically brushed 
under the carpet as inconsequen-
tial. Again, Trump’s basis for mak-
ing this extra-legal determination is 
kept out of the public domain. The 

full list of foreign terrorist organiza-
tions in Latin America now ripe for 
U.S. targeting is treated as a state 
secret.

Unfortunately, the U.S. strikes on 
the boats are happening with regu-
larity, and Americans are pretty 
much in the dark on this as well. 
The Trump administration argues 
all of the people on these boats are 
drug smugglers, but no actual evi-
dence has been disclosed to sup-
port this assertion. We’re told the 
boats are bringing cocaine to the 
United States, but the White House 
hasn’t bothered to publicize evi-
dence of this either. 

The rules of engagement are 
vague, too. For instance, if there 
are survivors after a U.S. strike, 
what is the U.S. military supposed 
to do? It appears the Pentagon is 
making it up as the campaign goes 
along. 

The lack of transparency thus far 
is stunning. The ongoing war 
against narcotraffickers in the 
Western Hemisphere is one of the 
most secret military campaigns the 
United States has ever conducted. 
———
Daniel DePetris is a fellow at De-
fense Priorities and a foreign affairs 
columnist for the Chicago Tribune.

As broadband access grows, so must cybersecurity vigilance

Trump wages secret war against Venezuela out in the open

ISLAND VOICES

Al Ogata is CEO of 
CyberHawaii, a 
nonprofit commit-
ted to developing 
Hawaii’s cybersecu-
rity capabilities to 
better manage and 
mitigate cyber risks. 

———
Froma Harrop is a columnist with the Creators Syndicate. 
Reach her at fharrop@gmail.com.
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